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Tuba or not tuba
Octubafest concludes today with a performance by Richard Wright

By: Chris Shaw

Issue date: 10/30/09 Section: Other Stories
Tubas are often stereotyped as one-dimensional instruments, but that's just because people haven't
seen what the tuba can do.

"Octubafest is not like anything you've ever seen," master's student and tubist Laura Potter said of
the weeklong, campus event. "You'll see a lot of different types of music being played because we
don't have the biggest repertoire of pieces written, so we borrow a lot and take stuff from other

styles." Media Credit: Casey

Hilder

Tuba and euphonium players from The University of Memphis will blow the final notes in

Octubafest tonight in the Music Building's Harris Concert Hall. Tonight's event, named

Octubaween, will feature Halloween-themed performances by acclaimed tubist Richard White - as well as graduate,
undergraduate and faculty musicians - starting at 7:30 p.m.

The performance is free and open to the public.

Assistant music professor Kevin Sanders, one of the event organizers, said he hoped the festival would help eliminate tuba
stereotypes while allowing people to enjoy the deep, rich sounds of the instruments.

"One of the reasons we do things like this is to poke fun at ourselves and to show people what these instruments are capable
of," Sanders said. "Overall, we want to entertain people with the unique sounds these large instruments can make."
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The celebration of tuba started Monday night with a faculty solo recital. Undergraduate students performed solos
Wednesday, and a professional tuba and euphonium ensemble followed graduate student solos yesterday.

Following White's performance tonight, the undergraduate and graduate tuba and euphonium ensemble will perform in
Halloween costumes, said Potter, who will be performing in the event.

"People look at tuba and euphonium and think that we just play the low parts, but when we take pieces from other
instruments and play it well on a tuba then people are like, 'Wow, I didn't know that a tuba could play like that," Potter
said. "Octubafest is a celebration of what the tuba can do."

Associate professor John Mueller said the music program has done fall festivals in the past, but this is the first music
festival dedicated solely to the tuba and euphonium.

"Octubafest was originally started by Indiana University professor Harvey Phillips," Mueller said. "It now takes place on
campuses nationwide but not necessarily at the same time."

Sanders said the attendance at Octubafest has been around 60 people a night. He said he is expecting tonight's performance
to have the highest attendance because of White.

The Octubafest headliner, who has studied the tuba since he was 12, has performed with numerous music and soundtrack
composers. He now teaches at the University of New Mexico where he is a doctoral candidate.

"To have a musician of Richard White's caliber play here says a lot about our music program, and it's a huge honor,"
Sanders said.
Page 1 of 1

Article Tools
Share:

Facebook

Blogger
del.icio.us
digg
newsvine

Subscribe:

e My Yahoo!
e Google

National College Advertising and Marketing | Privacy Policy (9/9/09) | Terms of Use (9/9/09)
Content Submission Agreement (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy (4/27/09) | RSS Terms of Use

°
Z
(¢]
5

°
2]
o
=
-t
2]

Other Stories

F
o
=2

r
Message Board
Events Calendar
Letter to the Editor
Search

~
9
e
]



javascript:var%20d=document,f='http://www.facebook.com/share',l=d.location,e=encodeURIComponent,p='.php?src=bm&v=4&i=1162578701&u='+e(l.href+'&sourcedomain='+paper_domain+'&facebook')+'&t='+e(d.title);try%7Bif(!/%5E(.*%5C.)?facebook%5C.%5B%5E.%5D*$/.test(l.host))throw(0);share_internal_bookmarklet(p)%7Dcatch(z)%7Ba=function()%7Bif(!window.open(f+'r'+p,'sharer','toolbar=0,status=0,resizable=0,width=626,height=436'))l.href=f+p%7D;if(/Firefox/.test(navigator.userAgent))setTimeout(a,0);else%7Ba()%7D%7Dvoid(0)
javascript:popw='';Q='';x=document;y=window;if(x.selection)%20%7BQ=x.selection.createRange().text;%7D%20else%20if%20(y.getSelection)%20%7BQ=y.getSelection();%7D%20else%20if%20(x.getSelection)%20%7BQ=x.getSelection();%7Dpopw%20=%20y.open('http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t='%20+%20escape(Q)%20+%20'&u='%20+%20escape(location.href)%20+%20'&n='%20+%20escape(document.title),'bloggerForm','scrollbars=no,width=475,height=300,top=175,left=75,status=yes,resizable=yes');if%20(!document.all)%20T%20=%20setTimeout('popw.focus()',50);void(0);
javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/articles.rss';
javascript:window.document.location='http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/articles.rss';
http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/user/privacypolicy/
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/user/terms
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/user/submission
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/user/copyright
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/user/rssterms
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/news/2010/04/27/News/
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/news/2010/04/27/Sports/
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/news/2010/04/27/OtherStories/
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=login
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=register
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=forums
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=eventcalendar
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=submit
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/main.cfm?include=search

